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More Jailed
hursday, Judy 1st at
1 - Hoop Muagistrate’s
wndit Misir, prominent
member, aleng with
uocan, Bdwia Mercu-
cent George and Law-
1cent profested againsé
here every day and
back again and séiil
ack and yet the case
am to start.” . Misir
Court that he would
ming back again and
vas aplifting his own
The others also inti-

the Court that they’

uplift theix own surety

M-«Lgistrme Burch Smith then
ordered-that the defendantsbe
immediately taken into custody
and locked up until July Sth.
These incidents arose out ef
charges against Misir and otheis
for holding a proeession ab

- Vreed-en Hoop on Empire Day.

It was the second time a Spec-
ial Court was called at Vriecd-
en Hoop to hear this case.
Barrister Liuck represented the
Party members.’

Court Finds Party
Secretary Guilty

On July 1st acrowded court
room heard Magistrate Bollers

Mai ual' of Riot Drill brought
against Janet Jagan by the
Police. ©verruling Barrister
Burshanm’s no case submission,
Magistrate DBollers fined Mrs.
Jagan $150 or three months im-
pri:onment witly bard labour.
Baurister Burnhiam told the
Court that “The judgement was
predetermined. The findings of
Iaw laid down by this Court are
migerably wione”. Magistrate
Beilers expressed surprise at
the statement coming from a
mémber «of the “Hnglish Bax”
R&ylying, Mr. Burnbam said—
“Though a memberof theEnglish
Bar I have to ge' the permisgion
of a policemun to carry on my

respeet and Jack of status in

another”. Highlight of the case

was the eonflicting evidence

given by Police Officers
King and Sampson. Supt. King:
claimed he received only one

copy of the Manual of Riot Drill

while Sampson claimed that be

gave King two Cepies.
appeal was given,

Khan toSmrl Fast:

Mahamed Khan who was cent to
jail for breaking the restriction
orders placed upen him by Gov- -

ernHr. Savage has decided. to: go -

an a fast in prolest against the
En.ergerey  Orders. Khan in
writing to the Governor demand-

rice hcq

Notice of &

d not be attending

"ORIAL
N THE BANNING OF BOOKS.

give his decision of guilty in the
case of unlawful possession of a

'sm first made a strong entry .into British Guiana when

wy 27,1953 the jold Liegislative Couneil passed the Un-
Pablications Ordinance. At that time it was vigorous-
d by the People’s Progressive Party ‘which picketed the
lildings protesfing against the bill.

tand, speaking for six hours in an attempt to delay the

Der. Cheddi Jagan, *
’s sgle Liegislative member at the time made a bistorie

ing an end to the Ewmergeney
Regulations.

praetice and T see no point in
et diting m wi a usin one

Abrm* fne W eelxs later the Constitution wag! suepended and the
.Gwvernor was wiven full powers of administration. The I’ P.P.ef-
i irts to repeal the Ordinance was cited as one of-the Party.s “crimes”
ju the White Paper. Therefore the Undesirable Publications Cidis
nance remained in the statute books of British Guiana. Under thab
'L\q!manee the Governor has'since banned 22 publications. It is
sommon knowledge that thirteen persons have already been charg-
| with being in possession of prohibited publieations.

2

th('h wasg adopted by the General Assembly of the Uunited Nation

t the bill which would reb the people of their rlglxtsh ‘Bveryone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression’; ihis

which was passed and swne popularly called the Lnef\hqn'

‘e Literature Bill,” sought legal means 6T1)ann1ng nu
s, but films, material for reproduction in the presg, and
1g and detaining of postal packeis by the Postmaster

Its purpose was to p'ace a ban on all new ileas and * may apply to Great Br itain where there are no1estrictions ore what
thought amd kmowledge in accordance with the wlumsi the people

)8 of the body empowered to issue orders making 51'901'
bions wmlawful. !

v this Ordinance the Governor-in Council can issmne
king it illegal to bring into the Colony any pnbllcatlr ns, .
:, films, dies, tools and postal packets. Amy person who
wublxshes, sells, offers for sale, distributes or reproduces. .
cabion, engraving or impcrtation of which had heen

1 can be charged, and if found cuilty be subject to a

xceeding $a00'n,nd or to imprisonment not exceeding 12

In addition, the Government can seize all these pro-
hicles.‘ Another section of the bill states that any one

yut lawfal exeuse has in his possession any publieatien,
or die, the importation of which has beer prohibited,

bjected to a fine >f $250 and / or imprisonment not ex-

¢ montheg,

g the General Electmnq, the Undesirable Pnbhcatl'ms

became a key ISalle The people were thoreughly against

ament having any .control over their reading and resenlted

e efforts to restrict and regiment their idess. In other

: people vigorously upposed the denial of their eivil liber:
yecame an election issue of the utmost importanee. The
Progressive Party pledged in its manifesto that it would
om the Statute books that and all other legisiation which
s people their rights.

REPEAL OF [ORCINANGE

mouths after the passing of the Ordinance and two months
Party won an overwhelming victory at the po’ls, the
of Edueation, Mr. L. F.8. Burnham introdaeed in the
Assembly a bill intitnled “An Ordinance te repeal the
irable Publications (Prohibition of Importatien) Ordinance
L the objeets and reasons it was stated—"Tt i§ mow con-
at this Ordinance should be repealed sinee it was a denial
n righ¥’. ‘Thig Bill approved by the House.
1 the Bill went to the State Council, it was passed with the
of one elanse. This clause concerning the invalidation of
weommended for deletion. When the bill was returned
180 of Assembly in the latter part of August, the House did
i the State Couneil’s reeemmendation.

this exchange is free from any restricticns.
tions imposed, once literature is prohibited, the litferiy of nmn, hig

L ht 1oclllcles freedom to hold opiriong without interference and to
Qﬂw«nd-&mpwt information and ideas thromgh uny media
egardless of fronticys i imece..
It is, of course. abundantly cl@ar that while this uxmw‘*
may read,, it does not apply to.this colony. There ig
evidently a double standard whereby the people of British Guiana
are denied the right to read what can be parchased in any bookstore

in. England. LIBERTY - LOST

* . The free exchange of ideas which is so essential if there is to be
progress cannot be achieved unless the most important medivm for
Once there are restric-

most precious possession, islost. When one eonsiders thie 22 publica-
tions banned by the Governor, it is clear that the motive belind the
prohibition is thxt Guianese must not read aliont the many things
that are happening all over the world. They must not be aware; for
example, that yonng people in‘other countries are uniting to fight
colonialism ; or they must be kept ignorant of the real state of affairs
in Kenya ; or they must not know what is taking place in the new
people’s democracies.

Guianese, in other words, must read what the amhontxes will
permt. Their knowledge of worll affairs, ecor.omies, culture, science
ete. must be obtained from the capitalist press and the heoks whieh
the commercial coneerng chose to import. Aceording to thislaw, the
minds of Guianese must be sheltered from ideas which may eause
them to think—to think differently from the way im which the rulers
want them to think. That is the erux of the whole maitter. ;

The pesple of this eountry have displayed a great hunger for
knowledge and new ideas. Literature containing new concepts,
books shattering lies spread by the reactionary press, pamphlets ex-
posing the trith have been eagerly snatched up by the peaple. Slh(‘,ﬁr
the time many years age when Dr. Jagan first began impor ting” and
distributing books on a wide seale, there has been a new awukening
and a political awareness that had never before been seen: That is
what they fear. These whe want te be assured that there will be no
opposition to British eclonialism kmow that they must hold baek tle
tide of knowledge. That they are fighting a losing hattle is elear,

The People’s: Progressive Party’s remarkable and censistoib
efforts to erarlicate faseism frems this eountry will always serve as
a beacon to the progressive forees fighting to end all tyranny. Tle
Party’s efforts to restore all eivil rights to the inhabitants of this
country will never ecase ar@ we have every confidence that by
the collective anud pewsistens efforts of the peaple this infamcus
law will finally be repealed.

JPPORT P.P.P. BOYCOTTS

BY DRINKING LESS RU.

- Under Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Pightx :

m 1948 (of which Great Britain isa member nation) it is state d thiat »




